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One step back to 2015 



Target species: Griffon Vulture (Gyps fulvus)



Grey arrows indicate restocking with Griffon Vultures from Spain and France
Black arrows indicate poisoning events 





Poisoning 
– some 

data

Province
n. of poisoned animals 
(2015-2018)

Sassari 97

Oristano 32

Olbia-Tempio 19

Ogliastra 9

Nuoro 45

Medio-
Campidano 12

Carbonia-
Iglesias 11

Cagliari 60

Total 285

Data from the Istituto Zooprofilattico 
della Sardegna

Only 11 of those were wild animals (wild boars, foxes, raven, marten, Griffon Vulture)



Poisoning 
– some 

data

Poisons used

Phosphorus pesticides Clorinated pesticides

Carbamates pesticides Pyretroids

Metaldehyde Strychnine

Antocoagulant rodenticides Zinc Phosphide

Others



Food shortageSmall population size 

Human disturbance
at the nesting sites

poisoning

The population grows
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LIFE Under Griffon Wings (2015-2020)



Project area overlapped with the 
core area for Griffon Vultures –
limited to north-western Sardinia



Project area overlapped with the core area for Griffon Vultures –
limited to north-western Sardinia



Actions against poisoning
Two centralized feeding stations



Actions against poisoning
A network of 37 farm feeding stations



Anti-poison dog unit





• Two investigations have led to the indictment 
of two breeders, accused of having poisoned 
dogs and other animals. 

• In the course of the Unit's activities, 
poisonings have been found at least in 7 
different municipalities In Sardinia. 

• In 7 cases useful elements of investigation 
and formulation of hypothesis of crime resulting 
from the illegal use of poison have been 
collected.

The Unit operates in the project area - Bosa, Campeda and Alghero -
and, upon request of the Public Prosecutor's Office, on the whole 
regional territory (n. 41 times). 



The population is growing and enlarging its core area



MAIN GOAL:

Secure the long-
term survival of 
Griffon Vultures in 
Sardinia

• Specific objectives: 

• Enlarge the area of occupancy of Griffon vultures and 
increase its carrying capacity

• Mitigate the risk of poisoning events

• Encourage a transition versus lead-free ammunition

• Reduce the risks of collision to energy infrastructures 
and electrocution

• Increase public awareness





Actions against poisoning

Enlargment of the area in which farm feeding stations (FFS) can be activated from 
from approximately 51,163 ha to 315,000 ha (264,000 ha more) and subsequently 
creating a minimum of 30 farm feeding stations in pasturelands located in Natura 
2000 sites in central, eastern and southern Sardinia to attract vultures



Vulture feeding zone
151,324 GPS fixes – 41 GVs - 467 monthly Home

Range

Griffon Vulture core area
Approved by the Regional Department of Health



Actions against poisoning - Study of the 
drivers for the illegal use of poisons

To understand the phenomenon of poisoning and the
channels and causes of the use of poisoned baits to
maximize the effectiveness of the anti-poison dog unit
interventions and to better focus awareness actions.

The study involves the development of specific
questionnaires based on the characteristics of each
stakeholder group: farmers, herders and drug stores.

The administration of the questionnaires was conducted by
the Coldiretti association which has a widespread
distribution in the territory and trust relationships with
these stakeholder.

Coldiretti distributed the questionnaires throughout the
region with the possibility of filling in paper form and by
google form.



Actions against poisoning - Training and 
activities of the anti-poison dog units

The project LIFE Safe for Vultures activated 4 other anti-
poison dog units that will inspection the areas of interest
throughout the island.

The rangers were identified and prepared through a
theoretical and practical training course. Dogs were trained
to search for poisoned baits and the call for the recruitment
of dog handlers is ongoing.

The anti poisoning dog unit has already started the
inspection activities that will continue throughout the project

A training course on environmental crimes directed to
vets, rangers and technicians will be organized.

A workshop direct to lawyers and judges will raise awareness on the importance of this 
threats and recall the legal framework . During the workshop, we will present the 
proposal of the Regional Law against the illegal use of poisons to be revised before its 
submission to the Regional Government for approval




